ICS 3006 – Media Production II: video
Instructor:  Dr. June M. Madeley

e-mail: jmadeley@unbsj.ca
Office: HH 210  
Phone: 648-5521 you can leave voicemail
Office Hours:  Wednesdays 1:30-2:30 or by appointment

Description

Introduction to video production techniques. Students will explore aspects of production through individual and group projects as well as in class presentations. Includes a strong writing component. Prerequisites: Successful completion of fifteen term-courses, including ICS 2001, or permission of the instructor.
Goals

1. to examine the production process - planning, theory/concepts, & techniques
2. to gain basic composition, shooting and editing experience

3. to learn the basic steps involved in creating a short video

4. to create a short video

Materials  You will need to bring headphones to class in order to do any work on audio. I do have some cheap headphones that I can lend out to students in class, but you are advised to bring your own . The campus library at the Hans W. Klohn Commons has 2 Cannon DSLR cameras  that we will be using for class work. There are 2 other video cameras and tripods that will also be available for you to use for your term projects. Students will have to sign out equipment from the library using their library card, but longer loan periods will be available for class work. If you have your own video camera you are quite welcome to use it, though you will have to work out file format issues that may be incompatible with the editing program we’ll be using (Adobe Premiere Elements V13).  There are also term project options that do not involve shooting your own material.  We also have 1 digital audio recorder and a few microphones that students may use for sound recording if they wish to do double-system sound (booking through the instructor).
Text 
There is one textbook for this course that is available through the university bookstore. Goodman, Robert M. and Patrick McGrath (2003). Editing Digital Video: The Complete Creative and Technical Guide. USA: McGraw Hill [ISBN 0-70-140635-2]. There is also a copy in the library which will be put on reserve (including the disk). 
Schedule

 Sept 14th - Introduction 

Sept 21st  – Reading images – illusion, story, perception and selection 

Homework: submit an image to D2L discussion folder for discussion

Sept 28th - Composition  & using the camera – classroom shooting demonstration
Reading: Ch 7 
October 5th  – Pre-production Planning/ Experimental Film making (guest speaker)
Guest speaker:  Gerald Saul, Associate Professor of Media Production and Studies, University of Regina will speak about experimental film making (talk will be by remote webcam) 
Reading: Ch 5  

You will receive the shooting assignment in class 

October 12th is Thanksgiving holiday
October 19th – Shooting video (in class assignment) and Premier editing workshop 
Readings: Ch 2, Ch 3 Appendix C

*You will shoot your assignment in small groups during class*
October 26th – Project planning 

November 2nd  – Indy Film making in Canada (guest speaker)
Guest speaker: Brian Stockton, Media Production and Studies, University of Regina will speak about independent filmmaking in Canada   (talk will be by remote webcam)

November 9th  - Sound & Audio  -recording 
Reading: p88-96

Term project plan due in class

November 16th  – Sound & Audio – editing 
November 23rd  – Picture Editing 

Readings: Ch 4, Ch 6
November 30th  – Special FX and finishing touches 

Readings: Ch 8 Ch 9 
December 7th  – wrap up and screening of works in progress  

Term projects due December 18th by 4pm.  

Evaluation

Assignments 3 @ 10% each for a total of 30% of the final grade

Term project =50%  - Due  December 18th by 4pm.  

Term project plan = 20% - Due  Nov  9th  

Assignments

We will be working on assignments during class time. Assignments will be worth 10% each and will be due periodically throughout the term. Due dates will be determined as we go along through the course. It is anticipated that some of these grades will be available in time for the final withdraw date so that students can have a sense of their progress in the course. There will be an assignment on 1) shooting/composition, 2) picture editing, and 3) sound editing. These assignments will make up a total of 30% of your final grade in the course. It is hoped that we can periodically review some of this work as a class and engage in group critique to help improve the quality of the term projects. We will have a shared folder on the L drive where assignments can be uploaded.  The assignments should be available to be viewed by classmates and facilitate group discussion of course work during class time.

Term project plan

You must create a structured plan for your project and submit that to the instructor by Nov 9th  at 3:50pm. Your plan should basically be an outline of the project, the focus of the project, a draft of a shot list you intend to use, some notion of what sound elements and/or fx you will use etc. The objective is to actually plan ahead so that you can go into production on your project with as much thought out in advance as possible. The instructor will review your graded plan when you submit your term project. You can submit your term project plan to the designated Assignment folder on D2L. The term project plan is worth 20% of your final grade in the course. 

Term project options
1) Create a film using found elements available online (or from class) and use it to create a short film. Students must be careful not to breech copyright when using elements not generated in our classroom. Your short film should include picture and audio elements (such as narration, music, or sound fx). You might use captions to create something coherent out of the footage that you choose. Your short film should be 1- 2 minutes long. Students are encouraged to share links to useful sites with found video and audio elements (either in public domain or under creative commons license) and a list will be created on D2L of such resources. 

2) Shoot and edit a process film that is 1-2  minutes long. A process film involves explaining or demonstrating some process such as how to bake a pie, use a software program, change a tire, or make coffee. You need to think about the sequence of steps, how to plan shots that will make these steps seem dynamic and interesting and you will need to include picture and audio elements in your film. 

3) Shoot and edit a film of your own design that expresses a wise saying, proverb, joke, gag or other very short and simple idea or story. You will need to plan shots that will convey this message in a dynamic and interesting way and you will need to include picture and audio elements in your film (such as narration, music, or sound FX). Your film should be 1-2 minutes long. 
The term project is worth 50% of your final grade in the course. You can do this project alone or in pairs. If you work with another student you will both get the same grade. Students will submit a write-up to accompany their short film. This should indicate your reflections on the process (what went right, what went wrong, what you might do differently with more resources etc. -you should also comment on how well your plan served you in being ready for the challenges of doing your project) and all students must indicate what grade they would give their own project (a letter grade). You must submit your graded term project plan along with your project if you submitted a hard copy. Your term project is due by noon on December 18th .  The term projects may be submitted on a DVD or usb drive (including your write-up) or uploaded to a  designated folder on the UNB server (on the L drive). The write-up can be uploaded to an Assignment folder on D2L, but the videos will be too big. When you submit your project please indicate whether or not I have your permission to post your work on the ICS youtube channel with other student produced media. 

Attendance and Participation

This is a hands-on course where much of the practical learning will happen during class time. We have limited recourses and to make best use of them we will use them during class time as often as possible.  It is important to attend all classes and to come prepared. Students are responsible for catching up on any material missed due to absence from class. You need to be in attendance on October 19th to participate in the shooting assignment which we will do during class time on that date. 
Academic dishonesty

All Students at UNBSJ are expected to conduct themselves in an ethical manner in their academic work.  Students should familiarize themselves with the regulations regarding academic offences and the sanctions that will be levied for such infractions as: plagiarism, copying from others during tests, utilizing unauthorized aids during an in-class test, and knowingly helping another engage in academically dishonest behaviour - See  http://www.unb.ca/academics/calendar/undergraduate/2013/regulations/universitywideacademicregulations/viii-academicoffences/index.html
Storm closure policy

Rarely, the Vice- President of UNBSJ will close the campus due to severe weather. In such cases a notice will go out via e-mail and will be posted to the web page. More often, the cancellation of classes is left up to the discretion of the instructor with the expectation that missed material will be made up over the course of the term. 

Please consult the following web page in the event that you suspect class may be cancelled due to poor weather https://eservices.unb.ca/cancellations/saintjohn.cgi
The instructor will inform students via this site first and will also post a notice on the course Desire2Learn page in the event that class is cancelled. Please be safe, if your own commute is going to be affected by poor weather consider giving yourself more time to get to campus.  In the event that you decide it is safer to stay home from class due to weather on a day when class is not cancelled you are responsible for getting caught up on what you missed. The instructor will take severe weather into account in the event that increased absence occurs on a poor weather day. 
Grade Scale (see also: http://www.unb.ca/academics/calendar/undergraduate/2013/regulations/universitywideacademicregulations/iii-examinationstandingandpromotion/index.html
A+
-
90 – 100%
-
4.3

A
- 
85 –89%
               -             4.0   excellent performance 

A-
-
80 – 84%
-
3.7

B+
-
77 - 79%
-
3.3  

B
-
73 – 76
              -
3.0   good performance 

B-
-
70 – 72%
-
2.7

C+
-
65 – 69%
-
2.3   satisfactory performance
C
-
60 – 64%
-
2.0   

D
-
50 – 59%
-
1.0   less than satisfactory performance
F           -                0 – 49%              -             0.0  failure 

Note: This outline is subject to change with notice and consultation. 

