University of New Brunswick, Saint John

Information & Communication Studies
ICS 2103 - Understanding Comics & Manga - Fall 2016
Instructor:  Dr. June M. Madeley

Office: HH 210   Phone 648-5521

e-mail: jmadeley@unb.ca 

office hours: Mondays 2-3pm 
This course will focus on the study of comics and manga (Japanese comic books and graphic novels). Students will analyze the history of comics and the industry in both North America and Japan. Particular emphasis will be placed on issues pertaining to: gender, culture, readership, characterizations, artwork, fan communities, and creative workers. 
Text and Readings
McCloud, Scott. (1994). Understanding Comics: The Invisible Art. USA: Harper Collins.

Other readings will be made available on online library reserve at: https://lib.unb.ca/reserves/index.php/viewReserves/39981 or through the course Desire2Learn (D2L) page as indicated below. 
Schedule

Week 1- Sept 9th  - Introduction

Week 2- Sept 12, 14 & 16th - Introduction and History

Reading: Ito, Kinko (2005).   A history of Manga in the context of Japanese culture and society.  Journal of Popular Culture, 38(3), 456-475. [Available through library reserve]
Videos: Scrolls to Screen: The history and culture of animé 
 Comic Book Confidential(excerpts)

Week 3- Sept 19, 21 & 23rd  - The general history of comics and manga 

Readings: Understanding Comics Ch 1
Lent, John A. (2009). The Comics Debates Internationally. In Heer, Jeet and Kent Worcester (Eds), A Comics Studies Reader (pp69-76). USA: University Press of Mississippi. [available on D2L] 
Video: Comic Book Confidential (excerpts)
Week 4- Sept 26, 28 & 30th - Understanding the graphic format
In class exercise analysing types of closure/transition

Reading: Understanding Comics Ch 2-4

Week 5- October  3, 5 & 7th   - Connecting words and pictures
Reading: Understanding Comics  Ch 5, 6

Thanksgiving holiday, no class on October 10th 

Week 6- Oct 12 & 14th - Production and creation of comics and manga
Readings: Understanding Comics Ch 7-9

Kinsella, Sharon (2000).  Excerpt from, The Manga production cycle. In Adult Manga: Culture & power in contemporary Japanese society (pp51-65).  London: Curzon. [available on D2L] 
MID-TERM TEST WILL BE DISTRIBUTED AT THE END OF CLASS OCT. 14th 
Week 7: Oct 17, 19 & 21st  - Gender matters 

In class gender analysis exercise using comics and manga

Reading: Walker, Elizabeth (2004). Suffragettes, Vigilantes and Superheroes. In Emily Pohl-Weary (Ed.),  Girls who bite back: Witches, mutants, slayers and freaks (pp209-222). Canada: Sumach Press. [available on D2L]
TAKE-HOME MID-TERM TEST DUE ON Oct 21st  at noon.

Week 8: Oct 24, 26 & 28th   -  Genre matters

In class comic and manga genre analysis exercise

Readings: Coogan, Peter (2006).  The Superhero Genre. In Superhero: The Secret Origin of a Genre (pp24-29). USA: Monkeybrain Books. [available on D2L] 
Bryce, Mio and Jason Davis (2010). An Overview of Manga Genres (pp34-61), in Johnson-Woods, T. (Ed.).  Manga: An Anthology of Global and Cultural Perspectives. New York, US: Continuum. [Library online reserve]
Week 9-: Oct. 31, Nov 2 & 4th  - Otaku & Fan cultures

Readings: Schodt, Frederik L. (1996).  Excerpts from, The Dōjinshi World. In Dreamland Japan: Writings on modern Manga (pp36-45). Berkeley, CA: Stone Bridge Press. [available on D2L]  
Brooker, Will (2013). Fandom and Authorship, (pp61-71) in Hatfield, Charles, Heer, Jeet, and Worcester, Kent, Eds). The Superhero Reader. Jackson, US: University Press of Mississippi.  [Library online reserve]
Last withdraw date Oct 31st      

Week 10-: Nov 7, 9 & 14th  - Amateur & Independent comics

 Guest speaker: Scott Marshall on Monday November, 14th 
Reading: Kinsella, Sharon (2000).  Excerpt from, Amateur Manga Subculture and the Otaku Panic. In Adult Manga: Culture & power in contemporary Japanese society (pp102-126).  London: Curzon. [available on D2L]

Links to independent web comics will be posted to Desire2Learn

NOTE: no class on November 11th – Remembrance Day holiday

Week 11-: 16 & 18th -  Distribution of comics and manga
Reading: Cough, N.C. Christopher (2010). The International Singularity in Sequential Art: The Graphic Novel in the United States, Europe and Japan (pp204-220), in Johnson-Woods, T. (Ed.).  Manga: An Anthology of Global and Cultural Perspectives. New York, US: Continuum. Retrieved from http://www.ebrary.com [Library online reserve]

Week 12-:  Nov 21, 23 & 25th - Found in translation: Manga beyond Japan
Reading: Nowlin, Nicole (2010). Scanlations: Copyright infringement for literature and art fans brought to you by the internet parts 1-3. Interface: The Journal for Education, Community, and Values 10(1). http://commons.pacificu.edu/inter10/
Week 13: Nov. 28, 30 & Dec 2nd   - Adaptations of & to comics and manga

Videos: excerpts from Sin City, Nausicaa, and  Magic Night Rayearth
Readings: excerpts from Sin City, Nausicaa and Magic Night Rayearth [available on D2L as ppt files]

Monday December 5th – wrap up & distribution of take home exam

Evaluation

Course blogging 25% - content due by December 7th 
Take-home Mid term 20% - due October 21st  at noon
create a comic project 20% -  due November 28th 
final take-home exam 35% - due December 17th  at 3pm. 
mid-term 
Students will write a take-home mid-term test that will be due by October 21st at noon. The test will be distributed in class on October 14th. This mid-term test will be worth 20% of the final grade in the course. 

Course blogging 

Throughout the term students are expected to create a blog to which they will post entries related to comics, manga and course material. This is a place to muse about the comics and manga you are reading and to mull over course concepts with some interaction from your classmates. You are encouraged to compose posts that specifically engage with the course material – activities, discussions, readings, videos etc. Students are responsible for setting up their own Wordpress blog (www.wordpress.com) and must open their blog to classmates and the instructor for their comments. Specific topics may be assigned as blog homework or suggested content. Over the course of the term your blog should consist of at least the equivalent of 8 double-spaced, typed pages that are related to course material. 

The content of your course blog is worth 25% of your final grade in the course. The grade will be based upon your demonstration of knowledge of and reflection upon course material through your posts. Comments to the blogs of classmates will also be taken into account. All posts must be made to your blog by December 7th . 

create a comic project

This will be a creative project in which students will produce a comic based on a folktale, an urban legend, a joke, a movie plot or other existing story. This comic must be accompanied by a CRITICAL JOURNAL (2 to 3 pages, typed) describing the process of its creation. Students are free to use stick figures, photos and/or found images from the internet, magazines or other sources. The purpose of this assignment is to a) encourage an appreciation of comic art as a creative practice, b) to give you an opportunity to apply the principles outlined by McCloud in a creation of your own, and c) to give you an opportunity to utilize some of the techniques you've encountered in comics and manga. The comic project is worth 20% of your final grade in the course. You have the option of producing a comic individually or in pairs (both participants will get the same grade). At a minimum your comic should consist of material that would cover the average page of a comic book. You might also produce a mini-comic of about 5-10 panels (see model posted on D2L). Be careful not to take on too much with this project. Feel free to produce your project in comic or manga style or some creative combination. It is important that you discuss your creative choices in your journal submission. Your project is due by November 28th .  Many of the creations of previous students in this course are posted at http://issuu.com/unbsj-ics_program
final take-home exam
Students will write a take-home exam based on material covered throughout the tem. The exam will be distributed on the last day of classes and will be due December 17th  at 3pm. Late exams will not be accepted. Exams may be submitted as noted below for submitting other assignments. 

Submitting assignments

Written assignments may be submitted as hard copy or electronically (through Desire2Learn –preferred method, on disk, usb drive or as an e-mail attachment).  Students are responsible for keeping a copy of their original work. If you submit your work as an e-mail attachment you should save a copy of the sent message as evidence of your submission.  Students will receive an e-receipt when assignments are received to the instructor's e-mail. PLEASE include your last name as part of the file name when submitting work electronically. 

Attendance

As per university general regulations I.A) “Students are expected to attend all classes, laboratories, tutorials, or other class meetings officially designated for a particular course. They are expected, also, to complete all assignments.” Attendance will be monitored on a periodic basis, though no grade will be given for simply showing up to class. See http://www.unb.ca/academics/calendar/undergraduate/current/regulations/universitywideacademicregulations/i-generalcourseregulation/a.classattendance.html
Requests to complete extra work

The ICS program does NOT allow students to complete extra work in order to make up for failing a test or course assignment. In exceptional circumstances (such as documented illness), alternate arrangements may be made. Such arrangements must be equivalent to the work of the rest of the students in the course. 

Review of grades

If you receive a test or assignment and have concerns about your grade, you should contact the instructor and explain your concerns in writing (e-mail is sufficient). If there is an error in the calculation of your grade on a test or assignment, you should bring that to the attention of the instructor ASAP. 

Experiential Learning in ICS courses
ICX: In 2015 the ICS Programme began a long-term project to model Partnership for 21st Century Skills “4 Cs” (critical thinking, communication, collaboration, and creativity), critical media literacy, along with elements of DIY culture and the Makers movement in our curriculum as a pilot for other programmes at UNB. 
 
We plan to formally incorporate experiential learning into all ICS courses under the heading ICX emphasizing: eXperience, eXploration, eXperimentation, and eXpression through collaborative and individual exploration of media, technology and the DIY ethos.  In this course you have the opportunity to create their own comic as part of this project. 
Student Services
Student services offers a number of workshops and support services to help students develop successful study skills and learning strategies. Their office is located in OH G18. These services are also outlined in some detail on-line at http://www.unbsj.ca/studentservices/index.php
Special needs and accommodations

Some students may have special needs that require some accommodation by the university. Students should self identify during the first 3 weeks of classes and make requests for necessary accommodation to the instructor well in advance of scheduled tests or due dates.  The University policy for special accommodation is available on-line at http://www.unb.ca/saintjohn/studentservices/accessibility/index.html
Students may also wish to consult the Undergraduate Calendar. 

Academic dishonesty

All Students at UNBSJ are expected to conduct themselves in an ethical manner in their academic work.  Students should familiarize themselves with the regulations regarding academic offences and the sanctions that will be levied for such infractions as: plagiarism, copying from others during tests, utilizing unauthorized aids during an in-class test, and knowingly helping another engage in academically dishonest behaviour - See  
http://www.unb.ca/academics/calendar/undergraduate/current/regulations/universitywideacademicregulations/viii-academicoffences/index.html
Storm closure policy

Rarely, the Vice- President of UNBSJ will close the campus due to severe weather. In such cases a notice will go out via e-mail and will be posted to the university web page. More often, the cancellation of classes is left up to the discretion of the instructor with the expectation that missed material will be made up over the course of the term. 

Please consult the following web page in the event that you suspect class may be cancelled due to poor weather http://www.unbsj.ca/cancellations/   The instructor will inform students via this site first and will also post a notice on the course Desire2Learn page in the even that class is cancelled. Students are expected to set up their Skype for Business software and account (free to all students through IT services. See the set up link on your MyUNB portal page) which may enable us to meet electronically in the event of bad weather. Please be safe, if your own commute is going to be affected by poor weather consider giving yourself more time to get to campus.  In the event that you decide it is safer to stay home from class due to weather on a day when class is not cancelled you are responsible for getting caught up on what you missed. The instructor will take severe weather into account in the event that increased absence occurs on a poor weather day. 
Grade Scale see also: http://www.unb.ca/academics/calendar/undergraduate/current/regulations/universitywideacademicregulations/iii-examinationstandingandpromotion/index.html  (scroll down to middle of page)
A+
-
90 – 100%
-
4.3

A
- 
85 –89%
               -             4.0   excellent performance 

A-
-
80 – 84%
-
3.7

B+
-
77 - 79%
-
3.3  

B
-
73 – 76
              -
3.0   good performance 

B-
-
70 – 72%
-
2.7

C+
-
65 – 69%
-
2.3   satisfactory performance
C
-
60 – 64%
-
2.0   

D
-
50 – 59%
-
1.0   less than satisfactory performance
F           -                0 – 49%              -             0.0  failure 
Note: This outline is subject to change with notice and consultation.
