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ICS 3102 Gender, Media and Communication – Fall 2015
Instructor:  Dr. June M. Madeley

Office: HH  210   
Phone 648-5521 (you can leave voicemail)
office hours: Wednesdays 1:30-2:30 or by appointment

e-mail: jmadeley@unb.ca 

Description: This course will focus on the salience of gender in understanding media and communication. Course topics may include a focus on gender and the following: production, media texts, (TV shows, movies, anime, blogs, forums, comic books, video games, etc.) reception of media, content, communication technologies, and communication practices. Prerequisite: ICS 3001 and 3003, or permission of the instructor.
Format: This is a third year seminar course. Students should come to class prepared to discuss weekly topics and readings. 

Readings: There is a textbook for this course: 
Milestone, Katie & Anneke Meyer (2012). Gender & Popular Culture UK: Polity Press. 
Additional readings are posted as PDF files on D2L, online at the link provided below or they are available in a shared RefWorks folder at: http://www.refworks.com.proxy.hil.unb.ca/refshare2?site=028511141189200000/190-94-3NKCK71619414/gender%2C%20media%2C%20communication
Schedule
Sept 11th   - Introduction

Sept 18th  – Understanding Gender – theories, terms  & perspectives

Reading: Chapter 1, pp1-29 of Gender & Popular Culture

Sept 25th  – Gender and media production, part 1
Video: Double Dare 81 min documentary about stuntwomen

Reading: Chapter 2, pp35-58 of Gender & Popular Culture
Oct 2nd  – Gender and media production – part 2
Reading:  Chapter 3,pp59-81 of Gender & Popular Culture
Oct 9th – Gender and Representation – femininity and women 
Reading: Chapter 4 pp87-112 of Gender & Popular Culture
Stabile, Carol A.(2009). “Sweetheart, This Ain't Gender Studies”: Sexism and Superheroes. Communication and Critical/Cultural Studies 6(1), 86-92. [refWorks]

Oct 16th  – Gender and Representation – masculinity and men
Reading: Chapter 5 pp113-145 of Gender & Popular Culture
Tragos, Peter (2009). Monster Masculinity: Honey, I’ll Be In The

Garage Reasserting My Manhood. The Journal of Popular Culture, 42(3), 541-553. [refWorks]

Annotated bibliography & paper proposal  due Octobe 16th 
Oct  23rd  - Gender and Representation –destabilizing Gender dichotomy
Reading: Gournelos, Ted (2008). Blasphemous Allusion Coming of Age in South Park. Journal of

Communication Inquiry 33(2), 143-168. [refWorks]
Video: Bebe’s Boobs Destroy Society [Southpark S6E10] 
Oct 30th    Gender and Representation-transcultural circulation – manga and anime
Reading:  Ogi, Fusami (2009).“Beyond Shoujo, Blending Gender,” in Heer, Jeet and Kent Worcester Eds., A Comics Studies Reader pp244-251. Mississippi: University Press of Mississippi.  [D2Lfile]

Nov 6th  Gender and Media Users-meaning making and audiences
Reading: Chapter 6 pp151-183 of Gender & Popular Culture
Taylor, T. L. (2006). “Where the Women Are,”  (Ch4) in Play Between Worlds: Exploring Online Game Culture. Massachusetts: The MIT Press, pp93-124. [D2Lfile]

Nov 13th   Gender and Media Users – anime viewers and manga readers
Reading: Madeley, June (2010). “Girly Girls and Pretty Boys: gender and audience reception of English-translated manga,” December  2010. Conference Proceedings, Queen City Comics: Astonishing Tales in Academia  [ http://ourspace.uregina.ca/handle/10294/3092 ]

Nov 20th    Gender and Media Users: anime fans 
Reading:  Fennell,Dana, Liberato,Ana S.Q., Hayden,Bridget, and Fujino,Yuko. (2013). “Consuming Anime,” Television & New Media, 2013, 14, 5, 440-456. [refWorks]
Nov 27th    Gender and Media Users – Spaces & Places
Reading: Chapter 7 pp184-209 of Gender & Popular Culture
December 4th Conclusion and Wrap-up
Reading: Chapter 8 pp210-214

Final paper due by December 7th @ 4pm. 

Expectations:

Seminar leadership 20%

Seminar participation 20%

Annotated bibliography & paper proposal 20%

Analysis paper 30%

Peer proofreading 10% 

Seminar leadership

Students will organize into pairs (depending on enrolment) and prepare to lead a discussion on the reading and topic. Each seminar leader will share the same grade for the pair’s efforts. You will be graded based on: evidence of preparation (such as posting some discussion questions in advance, posting related material for discussion, or preparing short class activities related to the topic) and evidence of your knowledge of the topic and reading material. Seminar leaders will make a short presentation (about 15 minutes) to get things started and then manage the discussion and activities on the topic and reading(s).  The expectation is that you will not just present the content of the reading, but will engage your classmates on the topic/reading. The presentation and seminar will take up about 45 – 50 minutes of class time. This component is worth 20% of your final grade in the course. The seminar leader schedule will be determined early in the term. Seminars may begin as early as October 9th and can be on any of the topics/readings except Nov 13th.  Leading a seminar will help you develop presentation and public speaking skills. Preparing for your seminar will provide you with opportunities to delve more deeply into a particular topic and reading. 

Seminar participation

This is a third-year seminar course in which students are expected to complete readings in advance of class and to come prepared to discuss the weekly topic. A seminar can’t work if students don’t participate in discussion about the topics and readings. Talking about material helps you to tackle tough ideas and helps you to apply them to your own life experiences. In a course about gender this is an important pedagogical tool. It can also be a really rewarding learning experience for all of us. The participation grade is worth 20% of your final grade in the course and will be based on the instructor’s overall impressions, which will take into account three things: 1) level of class attendance (how often was the student present in class?), 2) quantity of contribution to class discussions (how often did the student offer relevant comments?), and 3) quality of contribution to class discussions (did the comments made by the student reveal knowledge of and engagement with the course topics and readings?). You will be expected to submit evaluations of the seminar leaders as part of your participation. In addition, students may post to the D2L discussions or other online course spaces (perhaps we will have a Facebook group) and have this counted (based on both volume and relevance) as part of the participation grade. 
Annotated bibliography and paper proposal 

In preparation for your term paper students will need to embark on a literature review on their particular topic.  You are expected to document this literature review and produce an annotated bibliography (including a minimum of 8 sources with short description of what the source offers on the topic) which will be due on October 16th  We will discuss the format of the bibliography in class. In addition to the bibliography you must submit a short proposal (300-500 words) outlining your paper topic. Your proposal must include a draft thesis statement. Your annotated bibliography along with the paper proposal are together worth 20% of your final grade in the course.

Analysis paper

You may choose to write on any of the topics covered in the course. You are expected to demonstrate knowledge of ONE course readings within your paper. You will need to spend some time developing a narrower topic and thesis statement for your paper. The thesis statement is the focus of your paper, it tells the reader your purpose and focus in writing the paper. You must develop a draft thesis statement and include it with your bibliography/proposal. Your paper is to be an analytical paper and not a description of the topic. Given the scope of the course it is recommended that you conduct a gender analysis of media content (TV show, blog, movie, comic, video game, etc.). However, other relevant topics are acceptable. Choose a topic that appeals to you. You will receive feedback on your annotated bibliography and proposal that should help you to refine your paper. You must include your graded bibliography/proposal when you submit your paper. We will spend class time discussing the specific expectations for your paper and suggested paper topics will be distributed. The final paper will be 7-10 pages long and double-spaced. The paper is worth 30% of your final grade in the course. The paper will be due by December 7th  at 4pm. 

Your paper will be graded using the following criteria: quality of writing (thesis statement, organization, clarity of writing etc.), quality of your analysis (you must set out to demonstrate/argue something or answer some clear question), demonstrated knowledge of ONE course readings, quality of referencing (proper citation style-APA is preferred), and some evidence of editing as a result of comments from your proofreader (a much smaller part of the grade than the other criteria). 

Peer proofreading

Each student will arrange to proofread another student’s paper.  Proofreading must be arranged between students in time to get useful feedback.  A copy of the draft paper with comments by the proofreader or a 1-2 page set of comments must be attached to the paper when it is handed in to the instructor.  The name and student number of the proofreader must be clearly indicated on the front of the proofreading page(s) as well as on your own paper’s cover page. If you are having difficulty arranging for a proofreader, please see the instructor well in advance of the essay due date for assistance. A handout on guidelines to proofreading will be posted on the D2L site for this course. Your proofreading of another student’s paper will constitute 10% of your final grade in the course. When you receive your final essay assignment you will also receive your own proofreading of another student’s paper with your proofreading grade indicated.

Submitting assignments

Assignments may be submitted as hard copy or electronically (through D2L-the preferred method).  Students are responsible for keeping a copy of their original work. If you submit your work as an e-mail attachment (discouraged method) you should save a copy of the sent message as evidence of your submission.  Students will receive an e-receipt when assignments are received to the instructor's e-mail. It is expected that you will include your last name as part of the file name when submitting work electronically. Late assignments will not be accepted without documentable reason.  In some cases a late penalty may be arranged on a case-by-case basis. 

 Communication
Students should regularly monitor the course D2L  page for course content, announcements and updates. The most efficient way to reach the instructor is via e-mail at jmadeley@unb.ca. You can also leave voicemail at 506-648-5521. 
Academic dishonesty

All Students at UNBSJ are expected to conduct themselves in an ethical manner in their academic work.  Students should familiarize themselves with the regulations regarding academic offences and the sanctions that will be levied for such infractions as: plagiarism, copying from others during tests, utilizing unauthorized aids during an in-class test, and knowingly helping another engage in academically dishonest behaviour - See  http://www.unb.ca/academics/calendar/undergraduate/2013/regulations/universitywideacademicregulations/viii-academicoffences/index.html
Special needs and accommodation

Some students may have special needs that require some accommodation by the university. Students should self identify during the first 3 weeks of classes and make requests for necessary accommodation to the instructor well in advance of that need or of scheduled due dates.  The University policy for special accommodation is available on-line at http://www.unbsj.ca/studentservices/specialneeds.html . Students may also wish to consult the Undergraduate Calendar pg 138.

Storm closure policy

Rarely, the Vice- President of UNBSJ will close the campus due to severe weather. In such cases a notice will go out via e-mail and will be posted to the web page. More often, the cancellation of classes is left up to the discretion of the instructor with the expectation that missed material will be made up over the course of the term. 

Please consult the following web page in the event that you suspect class may be cancelled due to poor weather https://eservices.unb.ca/cancellations/saintjohn.cgi
The instructor will inform students via this site first and will also post a notice on the course Desire2Learn page in the event that class is cancelled. Please be safe, if your own commute is going to be affected by poor weather consider giving yourself more time to get to campus.  In the event that you decide it is safer to stay home from class due to weather on a day when class is not cancelled you are responsible for getting caught up on what you missed. The instructor will take severe weather into account in the event that increased absence occurs on a poor weather day. 
Grade Scale (see also: http://www.unb.ca/academics/calendar/undergraduate/2013/regulations/universitywideacademicregulations/iii-examinationstandingandpromotion/index.html
A+
-
90 – 100%
-
4.3

A
- 
85 –89%          -          4.0   excellent performance 

A-
-
80 – 84%
-
3.7

B+
-
77 - 79%
-
3.3  

B
-
73 – 76
 -          3.0   good performance 

B-
-
70 – 72%
-
2.7

C+
-
65 – 69%
-
2.3   satisfactory performance
C
-
60 – 64%
-
2.0   

D
-
50 – 59%
-
1.0   less than satisfactory performance
F           -          0 – 49%          -           0.0   failure 

Note: This outline is subject to change with notice and consultation. 

